Crowd-Continuity

we pass to Europe the condition is markedly different.
Only in Spain are good manners almost universal, and
that is because there the ancient civilisation of Rome
was but slightly set back by the numerically small num-
bers of the Teutonic invaders and was soon afterwards
reinforced by the distinguished conquering Moors. All
round the Mediterranean civilisation is of greater an-
tiquity than further north, and consequently manners are
good, if not of such high finish as those of the East. The
ancient Celts fell early under the influence of good tradi-
tions and fine ideals. These were expressed in the great
volume of poetry which we know them to have produced.
Extinct though it be, we may infer, from the strength and
gifts of the Celtic race, that its poetry must have been of
high and perhaps Homeric quality. Celtic civilisation,
unhelped by Rome, is the foundation and ultimate cause
of the good manners of the peoples of Ireland and the
Highlands of Scotland. Rome in her turn must have
been an important agent in spreading good manners,
whilst the Italians all came within the sphere of the
ancient Mediterranean civilisation.

What degraded European manners was the Barbarian
invasions. The inroading Teutons who flooded the
Roman Empire came out of their gloomy forests with the
manners of bears, as the Sagas would have enabled us
to judge had we not enough surviving evidence before our
eyes. The present rude and uncivilised behaviour of the
German army is not an index of depraved nature, but
rather of immaturity. They are animated, as we know,
by Prussian ideals, and the Prussians are of all European
peoples chronologically nearest to barbarism. Modern
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